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SCOTTISH MORTGAGE INVESTMENT TRUST
BOOK AWARDS 2010
Background

Since their establishment in 1972, the Scottish Arts Council Book Awards have recognised and rewarded literary excellence in literary fiction, poetry, and literary non-fiction by Scottish authors resident in, or outwith, Scotland.  In 1999 the Scottish Arts Council introduced the first Children’s Book Awards in Scotland for writers for children, and a new overall prize of £10,000 for the Scottish Arts Council Book of the Year.  

A major restructuring of the prizes, and a substantial commercial sponsorship deal in 2007 made them the largest literary prizes of their kind in Scotland, and the third largest in the UK.  In 2009, a new sponsorship deal with Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust strengthened this position, bringing the total prize for the overall winner to £30,000.
The four categories of awards are:

· Fiction (including the short story)

· Poetry 

· Literary Non-Fiction

· First Book 

The winning author of each category will receive an award of £5,000.
These four winning authors will then be considered for the fifth and largest prize, the Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust Book of the Year, worth an additional £25,000.  The winning author will therefore receive an overall prize of £30,000. 

Judging

A panel of three eminent literary specialists will be appointed by the end of the year.

Submission

· Books published for the first time between January and December 2009 should be submitted immediately for consideration. 
· The last date for submissions is 31 December 2009.  Please try not to wait until this date as the process of long-listing titles will have already begun. 

· Experienced, practising publishers are eligible to submit titles on behalf of their authors.  Reprints, books which substantially consist of previously-published material, co-authored works, anthologies, technical or scientific books, and books that are highly specialised will not be considered.  
· Writers may not submit entries.  
· Authors of submitted books should be Scottish or resident in Scotland, but books of particular Scottish interest by other authors are eligible for consideration.  
· Posthumous awards cannot be made. 

 
Publishers are invited to enter suitable books by submitting six copies of each title, together with biographical information on the author, to the contact below.  Publishers of books selected for the shortlist will be requested to submit additional copies. 
Timetable

	31 December 2009
	Closing date for submissions

Long-listing


	February 2010
	Judging and announcement of the four category shortlists for Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust Book Awards 2010


	April/May
	Announcement of category winners.

Judging of Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust Book of the Year 2010


	June
	A special event to celebrate the four category winners and announce the winner of the Scottish Mortgage Investment Trust Book of the Year 2010 will take place at the Borders Book Festival.



Contact

Lilias Fraser
Acting Literature Officer

Scottish Arts Council

12 Manor Place

Edinburgh 

EH3 7DD

T: 0131 226 6051

E: lilias.fraser@scottisharts.org.uk
15 September 2009

	12 Manor Place, Edinburgh EH3 7DD

T  0131 226 6051   F 0131 225 9833   www.scottisharts.org.uk

Chairman  Richard Holloway, Acting Chief Executive  Jim Tough.  Scottish charity no. sc002835
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