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Sources of support, advice and information
There are many organisations and individuals who can provide information, advice and services.  We aim here to signpost you to some organisations and publications across both the arts and non-arts sectors.  This information is divided into three sections:

· Section 1: Arts specific organisations

· Section 2: Arts related organisations 

· Section 3: Relevant publications and other information sources
	Section 1: Arts specific organisations

The following is a list of the main organisations which are currently in receipt of funding from the Scottish Arts Council in recognition of the roles they play in supporting arts organisations. 



	Arts & Business

The leading advocate for the benefits of partnership between business and the arts at both corporate and individual level, they deliver a range of services to both sectors.

www.aandb.org.uk/scotland/

	The Audience Business

Aims to help develop audiences for the arts in and around Edinburgh, for the mutual benefit and enjoyment of local communities, visitors and arts organisations.  Offers a range of marketing and research services.

www.tab.org.uk

	Cultural Enterprise Office (CEO)

Scotland's specialist Business Development Service for creative and cultural practitioners and businesses.

www.culturalenterpriseoffice.co.uk

	Engage

Leading international association for gallery educators, artist educators and other arts and education professionals, with a growing membership around the world: a powerful network working face-to-face with many millions of gallery visitors.

www.engage.org / www.engage.org/projects/scotland.aspx

	Glasgow Grows Audiences

An arts marketing and audience development agency, whose aim is to improve accessibility to arts and cultural events in the West of Scotland.

www.gga4arts.co.uk

	HI~Arts

Promote and develop the arts in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  HI~Arts runs a programme of Audience Development activity and support for the cultural sector.

www.hi-arts.co.uk/audiences

	VAGA (The Visual Arts and Galleries Association)

A membership body open to organisations and individuals concerned with the exhibition, interpretation and development of modern and contemporary visual art on behalf of the public.

www.vaga.co.uk

	Voluntary Arts Scotland

Promotes participation in the arts and crafts by supporting the development of the voluntary arts sector.
www.voluntaryarts.org.uk/scotland

	Scottish Arts Council Foundation and Flexibly Funded Organisations

The Scottish Arts Council provides longer term support to a range of organisations to deliver its objectives and make room for innovation, growth and development within the sector.  These are known as Foundation and Flexibly Funded Organisations, and details of these organisations, along with their contact information, can be found on our website www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/publications/councilcontacts.aspx


	The following is a range of umbrella and/or advisory bodies with a role in supporting arts organisations.



	Association for Scottish Literary Studies


The ASLS aims to promote the study, teaching and writing of Scottish literature and to further the study of the languages of Scotland.

www.asls.org.uk

	Association of British Orchestras

The ABO is the national body representing the collective interests of professional orchestras throughout the UK.

www.abo.org.uk/

	Axis
An online resource for contemporary art.

www.axisartists.org.uk

	BECTU
The Broadcasting Entertainment Cinematograph and Theatre Union.

www.bectu.org.uk

	Craft South West Scotland
Regional design and economic development organisation for the craft industry in South West Scotland.

www.artandcraftsouthwestscotland.com


	Crafts Council

The UK’s national organisation for the promotion of contemporary crafts.

www.craftscouncil.org.uk

	Dance Base

Scotland's National Centre for Dance, the focal point for dance in Scotland providing public classes, professional support, and outreach work.

www.dancebase.co.uk/

	Equity

Equity is the UK Trade Union representing professional performers and other creative workers from across the spectrum of the entertainment, creative and cultural industries.  www.equity.org.uk/

	Federation of Scottish Theatre

Umbrella body for Scottish theatre and dance.  (The Scottish Arts Council has funded an Access Officer post and the postholder may be able to offer advice on access issues.)
www.scottishtheatres.com

	Foundation for Community Dance

The Foundation for Community Dance is a UK-wide charity, established in 1986, to support the development of community dance.

www.communitydance.org.uk

	Imaginate 

An arts organisation that promotes and develops the performing arts for children and young people in Scotland
www.imaginate.org.uk

	Independent Theatre Council

The Independent Theatre Council is the management association and industry lead body for performing arts organisations and individuals. 
www.itc-arts.org

	Jazz Services
Jazz Services provides a voice for jazz, promoting its growth, accessibility and development in the UK through the provision of services in information, publishing, education, touring, communications and marketing.

www.jazzservices.org.uk

	MCPS-PRS Alliance

The MCPS-PRS Alliance represents the world’s music and enables businesses to access music for use in their business, product or project for playing, broadcasting and online music.

www.mcps-prs-alliance.co.uk/

	Musicians Union

The Musicians’ Union represents over thirty thousand musicians working in all sectors of the music business.

www.musiciansunion.org.uk/

	National Performing Companies
The Scottish Government funds the Scotland’s five National Performing Companies – National Theatre of Scotland, Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Scottish Ballet, Scottish Chamber Orchestra and Scottish Opera.  You can find further information on the Scottish Government’s website.

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/ArtsCulture/NationalCompanies

	North East Arts Touring

NEAT brings touring arts performances to venues all over North East Scotland. Some shows are organised by NEAT, but most are run by local arts promoters.  NEAT supports performances in theatres, village halls and other venues across Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire and Moray.
www.neatshows.org.uk

	Promote YT

An umbrella organisation for youth theatre in Scotland.

www.promoteyt.co.uk

	Promoter’s Arts Network

PAN is an independent membership-led organisation, supporting all those who promote touring arts events in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

www.panpromoters.co.uk

	PRS Foundation for New Music, The
The PRSF is the UK's largest independent funder purely for new music and supports a huge range of new music activity.

www.prsfoundation.co.uk

	Public Art Resource + Research Scotland
PAR+RS is a new initiative developed by the Scottish Arts Council which aims to promote excellence and innovation within public art by building the capacity, knowledge and expertise of people working in public art across Scotland.

www.publicartscotland.com


	Publishing Scotland

A trade association of almost eighty Scottish publishers.  A list of members of the association is available on the Scottish Arts Council website.

www.publishingscotland.org

	Puppet Animation Scotland

Puppet Animation Scotland is dedicated to the advocacy, development and celebration of the artforms of puppetry and animation in Scotland.
www.puppetanimation.org

	S4T

The Scottish Theatres Technical Training Trust promotes technical standards within Scottish Theatre.

www.s4t.org.uk

	Scottish Artists Union

The Scottish Artists Union lobbies on behalf of visual artists working in Scotland, defending their rights, expanding their benefits and fighting to make their professional practice a means to support a better quality of life.

www.sau.org.uk/

	Scottish Book Trust

An organisation committed to the promotion of reading and books.  SBT takes a leading role in the Literature Forum for Scotland 

 www.scottishbooktrust.com

	Scottish Community Drama Association

SCDA is a community-based arts organisation which aims to showcase and develop the very best amateur acting talent in the country.

www.scda.org.uk

	Scottish Jazz Federation

The Scottish Jazz Federation (SJF) works towards developing jazz in Scotland, specifically to benefit the public by increasing the availability of high quality jazz music and education in Scotland and the level of participation as players, learners and listeners. 

http://profile.myspace.com/scottishjazzfederation

	Scottish Music Centre

The Scottish Music Centre is a one-stop shop for information for anyone interested in music and is home to an enormous archive of nearly 30,000 items covering music scores and recorded music.  

www.scottishmusiccentre.com

	Scottish Poetry Library
The Scottish Poetry Library describes itself as the place for poetry in Scotland, for the regular reader, the serious student or the casual browser.  Its website offers a range of free and accessible resources, advice and information.

www.spl.org.uk

	Scottish Screen

Scottish Screen is the national development agency for the screen industries in Scotland.

www.scottishscreen.com

	Scottish Society of Playwrights

Represents the interests of playwrights in Scotland and Scottish playwrights abroad.

www.scottishsocietyofplaywrights.co.uk

	Scottish Storytelling Centre
A national body representing storytelling, with advice and guidance on live oral storytelling, nurturing your own storytelling skills, developing a community storytelling project or finding out how to work with a storyteller.

www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

	Theatrical Management Association


The TMA is a professional support network for the performing arts community in the UK.

www.tmauk.org


	Traditional Music Forum

The Traditional Music Forum is a network of activist individuals and representatives of key organisations working in traditional music in Scotland today.  www.traditionalmusicforum.org

	World Crafts Council

To promote a sense of fellowship among the craftspeople of the world and to offer them encouragement, help and advice.

www.wccwis.cl

	Writers Guild of Great Britain


Represents writers in TV, film, radio, theatre, animation and books.

www.writersguild.org.uk


	Section 2: Arts related organisations

The following is a selection of lead or umbrella bodies across the public, statutory and voluntary sectors covering a range of areas such as equalities, planning and health, housing, education, regeneration and the environment, as well as the arts.

	British Council Scotland

The British Council Scotland works with organisations in Scotland, the UK and internationally to connect Scotland and the world through arts, education, science and governance.

www.britishcouncil.org/scotland

	British Waterways

British Waterways is a public corporation which manages and cares for more than 2,200 miles (3,540 km) of canals and rivers in England, Scotland and Wales on behalf of the British people.

www.britishwaterways.co.uk

	Community Health Partnerships

Community Health Partnerships have been established by NHS Boards as key building blocks in the modernisation of the NHS and joint services, with a vital role in partnership, integration and service redesign.  You can find information and contact details for community health partnerships through the following Scottish Government website. 

www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/chp/

	Community Planning Partnerships

Community planning is a process which helps public agencies to work together with the community to plan and deliver better services which make a real difference to peoples’ lives.  Information on the Community Planning framework within Scotland can be found on the following website maintained by the Scottish Government.

www.improvementservice.org.uk/community-planning

	Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA)

COSLA is the representative voice of Scottish local government and also acts as the employers’ association on behalf of all Scottish councils.  You can find contact details for all Scottish local authorities in addition to other information on COSLA’s website.
www.cosla.gov.uk/

	Equality and Human Rights Commission

The Equality and Human Rights Commission champions equality and human rights for all, working to eliminate discrimination, reduce inequality, protect human rights and to build good relations, ensuring that everyone has a fair chance to participate in society.  The Commission took over responsibility from the Disability Rights Commission when it closed in September 2007.  This link takes you to information on the Commission in Scotland.

www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/scotland

	Greenspace Scotland

An independent charity which works with partners to improve the quality of live of people living and working in urban Scotland through the planning, development and sustainable management of green spaces.

www.greenspacescotland.org.uk

	Highlands and Islands Enterprise
HIE is the Scottish Government's economic development agency for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  It works with private businesses and public and voluntary sector organisations to build sustainable economic growth throughout the Highlands and Islands region. 

www.hie.co.uk

	HM Inspectorate of Education

HM Inspectorate of Education became an Executive Agency in April 2001, reflecting the changing emphasis given to independent, rigorous evaluation of the Scottish education system.  You can find a wide range of reports, support materials and information on its website.

www.hmie.gov.uk

	Learning and Teaching Scotland

Learning and Teaching Scotland (LTS) is the lead organisation for curriculum development in Scotland and offers support and guidance to teachers, early years practitioners, schools and education authorities to help improve achievement for all.

www.ltscotland.org.uk

	National Trust for Scotland, The

The National Trust for Scotland is the conservation charity that protects and promotes Scotland's natural and cultural heritage for present and future generations to enjoy.

www.nts.org.uk

	Scottish Centre for Regeneration

Established in March 2003 as part of the Community Regeneration division of Communities Scotland.

www.scr.communitiesscotland.gov.uk

	Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations
The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations is the national body representing the voluntary sector. SCVO seeks to advance the values and shared interests of the voluntary sector.

www.scvo.org.uk

	Scottish Enterprise

Scotland's main economic, enterprise, innovation and investment agency covering the southern half of Scotland from the Grampians to the Borders and funded by the Scottish Government.

www.scottish-enterprise.com

	Scottish Federation of Housing Associations

The SFHA is owned by its membership and exists to support the work of housing associations and co-operatives in Scotland by providing services, advice and good practice guidance.

www.sfha.co.uk

	Scottish Housing Regulator, The

This body has taken over regulatory functions from Communities Scotland which was abolished with effect from 1 April 2008.  The Scottish Housing Regulator now regulates all of Scotland's social housing.
www.scottishhousingregulator.gov.uk/

	Scottish Natural Heritage

SNH describes its role as being to look after Scotland's wildlife and scenery, help people to enjoy and value it, and encourage people to use it sustainably.

www.snh.org.uk

	Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum

The Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum (SURF) is the independent regeneration and inclusion network for Scotland.  Its main purpose is to inform improved regeneration policy and practice.

www.scotregen.co.uk


	Section 3: relevant publications and other information sources



	The Scottish Arts Council

www.scottishartscouncil.org.uk

	On our website you will find links to a vast array of arts organisations across the country and covering all artforms.  Some are referenced in the section above but you can go to www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/links.aspx for a more comprehensive list.  We also provide a range of publications you may find useful in the development of your Inspire project, including:

· Taking Part:  A Scottish Arts Council commissioned major survey, carried out in 2006, on levels of attendance and participation in the arts and cultural activities and attitudes towards the arts amongst the population of Scotland.  You can download an Executive Summary of the full report from the research part in the Publications section of our website www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/publications/research.aspx.

· Getting There:  This publication is a practical resource for arts venues in Scotland to increase the inclusion of disabled people.  It contains detailed information, examples of good practice, profiles of arts and disability organisations and contacts and is available from www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/publications/1003364.aspx. 

· Quality Framework:  Another practical tool, as noted earlier in this pack the Quality Framework provides guidance to arts organisations on key areas where quality is of paramount importance, and is available from www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/professional/qualityframework.aspx.

	Arts Council of England
www.artscouncil.org.uk

	ACE has many useful research publications on its site.  Whilst the research concerns people in England
, findings may also be relevant to people in Scotland and, in particular, ACE has published findings of its very recent arts debate with the public.  Entitled, ‘What People Want from the Arts’ the document can be accessed by going to www.artscouncil.org.uk/publications/publication_detail.php.  
Other research papers relating to particular groups of people, for example young people at risk, can also be found in the publications section of ACE’s website.


	Arts Council of Northern Ireland

www.artscouncil-ni.org

	ACNI also offers a range of research publications relating to the social impact of the arts, barriers to participation and public attitudes to the arts.  The link above will take you to ACNI’s website where you can search the publications section.

	Arts Council of Wales

www.artswales.org.uk

	ACW’s research publication on the value of the arts can be downloaded from www.artswales.org.uk/publication.asp?id=565.  Published in 2007, this paper draws on a major survey carried out by ACW in 2005 and offers evidence of the impact of the arts on peoples’ lives.

	Audience Data UK

www.aduk.org

	ADUK is a joint initiative between the Arts Councils of England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  Its aim is to help people who work in the arts to make use of data and information about audiences.  You can find further information on its work through visiting the website.

	Scottish Government

www.scotland.gov.uk

	The Scottish Government’s website is host to a wealth of information across the full range of its remit and functions including: agriculture, the built environment, sport, health and community care, in addition to the arts and culture.  You can also find information on other National Lottery funders in Scotland.

In 2004, the Scottish Government conducted a literature review of the evidence base for culture, the arts and sport policy.  
The resultant report considers the social impact of the arts and you can access the report in full from www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/08/19784/41512.  A further study was carried out in 2006 to measure the benefits of culture and sport on quality of life and wellbeing.  A literature review and thinkpiece were produced as a result and you can go to www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/01/13110743/0 to access the report.

The Scottish Government is committed to mainstreaming equalities practice and has a specific web page devoted to providing an extensive range of information and resources on the subject, including a ‘mainstreaming (equalities) toolkit’ designed by its Social Justice (Equalities) Research Team.  Aimed at researchers and policy-makers it is intended as a reference point when considering how to incorporate equality issues.  You can access the mainstreaming equalities web site by going to www.scotland.gov.uk/mainstreaming/?pageid=403.


	Online Register of Arts Consultants and Trainers
www.arts-consultants.org.uk

	An independently managed website providing a free resource for consultants across the UK to advertise their skills, experience and availability.




	Evaluation Support Scotland

www.evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk

	Evaluation Support Scotland works with voluntary organisations and funders so they can measure the impact of their work.  It provides practical support and access to resources and tools.
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� The other UK arts councils’ websites are offered here as a source of general information only and applicants to the Inspire Fund should bear in mind the different social, economic and demographic factors of each area of the UK.  Research findings from these sources relate specifically to the areas of the UK in which the research was undertaken and the Scottish Arts Council cannot be held responsible for any misinterpretation of these findings in the development of an application to the Inspire Fund.





